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METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORKA 8.9

August 25, 1998

To: Bourd of Directors  (Water Planning and Resources Committess-Action)

From; &Wﬁammmagx

Submitted by: Debra C. Mgn, Chief
Flanning snd Rexources

Subject; Policy Position Regarding the CALFED Bay/Delte Program

RECOMMENDATION

It is recomanended that the Board adopt the proposed Baymelta Policy Position Paper for
submittal to CALFED wnd other interestad parties.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Board letter proposes that the attached Policy Position Peper (Policy) be commurdeated to
CALFED and other intarested partics. The Policy expreuses Metropolitan’s concerns and needs
regarding the CALFED Buy/Delta Program. It is built upon previously adopted Board principles
and cvalustion criteria and is focused on responding o CALFED s development of & Preferred
Program Altarnative.

-~ DETAILED REPORT

CALKED's Current Statuy;

In March {998, CALFED relvased 3 draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Repost

(PEIR/S) for public review. The draft wavironmental docusnentation identifies three
progrummatic altermatives to solve the problems in the Bay/Delty, and provides detailed
information on their parformance including sach of the “core programs” which vary in scope

with each altermative. Based on technicel studies, Altemnative 3, referred 1o as 2 “dual system”
best achieved CALFED’s four main obiectives of ecosystem quality, water gquality, witet supply
reliability, and leves system integrity for statewide benefit. The dual system involves investments
in both through-Delts ecosysiem and levee improvements, 35 well a5 Delta channe! improvements,
storage, and an isolatad conveyence fecility. In eddition, this altecnative, as did the other
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alternatives, contained major ants in water consarvation and racycling statewide.
CALFED received 2,000 letiers durlag the public comment period on the draft PEIR/S and
held 17 public workshops sthroughout the State,

In July 1998, CALFED issued their draft Preforved Program Altsrnative. This siternative
represonts & staged approach to solving the problems in the Delta. Stage | would rely more

on “soft path” approsches such ag consarvation, recycling, and groundwater storege to micet
reliability needs and would last seven years after the certification of the PEIR/S. Stage 1 would
8iso invaive some Dalts shannel improvaments, operational Sexibilisy and levee improvements,
CALFED is reconunsnding thae the isolated facitity camponent be reszined only 8y & contingency
in case Stage | investments are not wiccessfil in schisving the four main objectives.

CALFED {5 schadulad to release s revisad draft PEIR/S by Deceraber 1998 and a final PEIR/S by

Dacember 1999, o

Erpncaed Policy Position Fager

The CALFED Program is now developing a Preferved Program Alternative and a revised

draft PEIR/S, It is soliciting comments from stakeholders, the public, and other interested
agencies. 'ihe attached Policy Pogition Paper is proposed for Board adoption to communicate
Metropolitan’e concerns and needs repsrding the CALFED Bay/Delts Program. Tt will also direet
staff efforts in discussions with State and fedaral rapresentatives, legisiators, and other
stakehiolder interests. The praposed Policy is built upon previcusly sdepted Boerd prinsiples and
evaluation eriteria, |
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